Scott hamilton returns to the ice nov. 7 at annual CLEVELAND CLINIC CANCER benefit at quicken loans arena

Star-Studded Line-Up Includes Cheap Trick, Cleveland Pops Orchestra and Champion Skaters 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009, Cleveland: Cleveland’s own Quicken Loans Arena will be the site of a historic moment in sports when Olympic ice-skating champion Scott Hamilton makes his return to the ice at age 51 after more than 5 years since his last performance and his first since being diagnosed with a benign brain tumor.  Hamilton’s skating debut will be the highlight of the 10th Annual “An Evening with Scott Hamilton and Friends” ice show and gala, scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 7. The event raises funds for The Scott Hamilton CARES Initiative (Cancer Alliance for Research, Education and Survivorship) at Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute.

Joining Hamilton in the celebration will be a dozen Olympic and World skating champions, including Kristi Yamaguchi, Katia Gordeeva, Ilia Kulik, Todd Eldredge, Jeffrey Buttle, Jozef Sabovcik, Caryn Kadavy, Steven Cousins, John Zimmerman, Jennifer Robinson, Silvia Fontana, Dan Hollander, Melissa Gregory and Denis Petukhov. 

The star-studded event will also feature the talents of Cheap Trick and the Cleveland Pops Orchestra, conducted by Carl Topilow, performing songs from the Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” album in a concert setting. Each Cheap Trick band member is a longtime friend of Hamilton, and they are performing this special music at his personal request.

Scott turned his experience with cancer into an opportunity to help others with cancer and is now a lifetime spokesperson for the Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute, where he established The Scott Hamilton CARES Initiative in 1999. The CARES Initiative is comprised of three major components; the 4th Angel Mentoring Program designed to match newly diagnosed patients with trained volunteers who are also cancer survivors; Chemocare.com a unique website designed to help patients better understand the chemotherapy experience; and research funding. 

This year’s “An Evening with Scott Hamilton and Friends” will kick off with an ice show at 5 p.m. at Quicken Loans Arena, and the gala follows at 7:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel. Tickets for the ice show start at $24.50 and are available by visiting www.theqarena.com or calling 1-888-894-9424. Tickets to the gala benefit dinner are available by calling Liz Lindecke, Taussig Cancer Institute, Cleveland Clinic at (216) 445-0099. More information on The Scott Hamilton CARES Initiative is available by calling the CARES hotline at (216) 445-2573 or visiting www.scottcares.org.

About Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute

The Taussig Cancer Institute is one of 26 institutes at Cleveland Clinic that group multiple specialties together to provide collaborative, patient-centered care. More than 250 cancer specialists annually serve 26,000 cancer patients, applying the most effective techniques to achieve long-term survival and improved quality of life. Cleveland Clinic is a nonprofit, multispecialty academic medical center. Founded in 1921, it is dedicated to providing quality specialized care and includes an outpatient clinic, a hospital with more than 1,000 staffed beds, an education institute and a research institute.
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